UNIT 2
CHAPTER 9: POLITICAL PARTIES
[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image2]
1. Define the term “political party.”

2. Explain how political parties and interest groups differ.

1.


2.

3.  Explain the difference between a faction and political party

           1.

           2.

4. List and explain the five functions of political parties should perform if they are to serve as effective    

    linkage institutions?


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.

5.  Leon D. Epstein points out what as being the major function of political parties and what do American parties 

     concentrate on?

6.  What are the 6 divisions in the evolution of our nation’s political parties? What were the significant points in each era?

1.


2.


3.  

4.

5.

6.

7.  What is “divided government?”
8.  What are the three faces of a party? Explain them.


1.


2.


3.

9.  Draw a picture of the party organization (fig.9-2) and explain which tier has the most power.  

10. What is the function of each of the following national party organizations?


1. National Convention


2. National Committee


3. National Chairperson

11. What is the function of each of the following state party organizations?

1. State Chairperson

2. State Central Committee


3. Local Organization

12. What is the “unit rule?”

13. What is the difference between the Republican and Democrat parties?
14. What is meant by a “party machine?”

15. What plays an important role in the day-to-day operations of Congress? _____________________________________
16. What is meant by “ticket-splitting?”

17. What are the 5 reasons two major parties have dominated the political landscape in the United States? Explain each.

1.

2


3.

4.

5.
18. Define “sectional politics”

19. Define “national politics”

20. Define “class politics”

21. Explain the role of “minor parties” or 3rd parties (4 roles). 

22. Explain the two ideology functions of the minor parties.

1.


2.

23. Define  “splinter minor parties”

24. Explain the impact minor parties have on elections.
25. Explain the uncertain future of party identification.
26. What are the political parties issues for the 21st century?  Explain each issue.
KEY CONCEPTS

1. Parties are complex social structures composed of what is known as the :three-headed giant" - the party in the electorate, the party organization, and the party in the government.

2. Parties seek to control the governing apparatus by gaining office in a duly constituted election. They are factions.

3. Parties developed as a result of responses to government policy. In addition, as suffrage was extended, the need for institutions to mobilize voters developed. Parties were these institutions.

4. Parties are vital linkage institutions between citizens and government, performing several important functions: nominating candidates, contesting elections, serving as agents for holding public officials accountable for their actions, and managing societal conflicts.

5. American political parties are characterized by decentralized power structures, broad-based electoral support, and relatively non-programmatic policy orientations.

6. Our is a two-party system and always has been. There have always been minor parties, but they rarely have a chance to win major offices. Consequently, American has witnessed long periods during which one party has been the dominant majority (party eras).

7. Many experts believe that American political parties are in a state of decline due to primaries, party reforms, campaigning, and technology and the media. Americans need not rely on parties to serve those important functions they once did.

SUMMARY
1. What is a Political Party?


The goal of American political parties is to win office. This objective is in keeping with the practical nature of Americans and the country's long-standing aversion to most ideologically driven, "purist" parties.

2. The Evolution of American Party Democracy


The evolution of U.S. political parties has been remarkable smooth, and the stability of the Democratic and Republican groupings, despite name changes, is a wonder, considering all the social and political turmoil in U.S. history.

3. The Roles of the American Parties

For 150 years, the two-party system has served as the mechanism American society uses to organize and resolve social and political conflict. The Democratic and Republican parties, through lengthy nominating processes, provide a sort of screening mechanism for those who aspire to the presidency, helping to weed out unqualified individuals, expose and test candidates' ideas on important policy questions, and ensure a measure of long-term continuity and accountability.

4. One-Partyism and Third-Partyism

The U.S. party system is uniquely a two-party system. While periods of one-partyism, third-partyism, or independent activism (such as the Perot phenomenon) can prevail, the greatest proportion of all federal, state, and local elections are contests between the Republican and Democratic parties only.

5. The Basic Structure of American Political Parties


While the distinction might not be as clear today as they were two or three decades ago, the basic structure of the major parties remains simple and pyramidal. The state and local parties are more important than the national ones, though campaign technologies and fund raising concentrated in Washington are invigorating the national party committees.

6. The Party in Government

Political parties are not restricted to their role as grassroots organizations of voters.; they also have another major role inside government institutions. The party in government comprises the office holders and candidates who run under the party's banner.

7. The Modern Transformation of Party Organization


Political parties have moved from the labor-intensive, person-to-person operations of the first half of the century toward the utilization of modern high technologies and communication strategies. Nevertheless, the capabilities of the party organizations vary widely from place to place.

8. The Party-in-the-Electorate


The party-in-the-electorate refers to the voters who consider themselves to be allied or associated with the party. This is the most significant element of the political party, providing the foundation for the organizational and governmental parties.
9. Changing Partisan Alignments


While the independent or third-party candidate is often talked about as a new phenomenon, most of the presidential elections since 1832 have included a third-party or independent candidate. Unfortunately for 1996 and 2000  presidential hopefuls, no route to the White House has proved more daunting than that of the independent candidate.
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