PRACTICE EXAM
Fill-in-the-Blank. Supply the missing word(s) or term(s) to complete the sentence. 

1. The Founding Fathers believed that the bulk of the power exercised by the national government should be in 
     the hands of the __________________________. 
2. According to the framers of the Constitution, the House was to be the ______________________________ 
    chamber and the Senate was to be the chamber of the ______________________. 
3. A legislature that is divided into two separate assemblies is _______________________________. 
4. Most of the bills that Congress acts upon originate in the __________________ ____________________. 
5. _________________ is the process by which congress reviews the laws it has enacted and ensures that they 
    are being administered in the way Congress intended. 
6. Under Senate Rule 22, debate may be ended by invoking _______________________.
7. The influence of a strong presidential candidate on the party’s ballot is called _____________________. 
8. __________________________ make up, by far, the largest occupational group among congresspersons. 
9. Since the passage of the Seventeenth Amendment in 1913, U.S. senators are elected by ________________ 
     ____________________________. 
10. Committee Chairs in congress are selected by __________________________________.

True/False. Circle the appropriate letter to indicate if the statement is true or false. 

1. T  F  The founding fathers placed the bulk of national government power in the president's hands. 

2. T  F  The principal function of any legislature is lawmaking. 

3. T  F  Instructed delegates mirror the views of the majority of constituents who elected them. 

4. T  F  The Rules Committee is the most powerful committee in the Senate. 

5. T  F  Members of Congress must be cautious about what they say on the floor of Congress because of the 
            danger of being sued for slander. 

6. T  F  By far the most important committees in Congress are the standing committees. Party membership is the 
             single best predictor of a member's vote in Congress. 
7. T  F  If Congress does not approve a budget by the beginning of the fiscal year, the government can continue 
            to operate on continuing resolutions. 
9. T  F  All money bills must originate in the House of Representatives. 
10. T  F  Ethics is the most serious public relations problem confronting Congress today. 

Multiple-Choice. Circle the correct response. 

1. The Senate is the chamber of the Congress that 

a. must first approve all money bills. 

b. must first approve amendments. 

c. ratifies treaties. 



d. has the first opportunity to override presidential vetoes. 

2. The voting behavior of an instructed delegate would represent the 

a. majority view of his or her constituents. 

b. broad interests of society. 

c. interests of his or her party. 


d. president in voting in Congress. 

3. Some functions are restricted to only one house of Congress. The Senate is the only house that can 

a. propose amendments. 


b. approve the budget. 

c. approve presidential appointments. 
d. investigate the president. 

4. The central difference between the House and the Senate is that the 

a. House is much larger in membership than the Senate. 

b. House represents people, the Senate represents geography. 

c. Senate ratifies treaties. 

d. House first appropriates money. 

5. The largest occupational group among congresspersons is 

a. scientists. 




b. business persons. 

c. farmers. 




D. lawyers. 

6. In the House of Representatives, 

a. each state is allowed two representatives. 

b. there is no set number of minimum or maximum for each state. 

c. each state is allowed at least one representative. 

d. membership from each state is determined by the House itself. 

7. Most candidates for Congress must win the nomination for office in a 

a. party caucus. 

b. indirect primary. 

c. direct primary. 

d. party convention. 

8. Mid-term Congressional elections 

a. attract as many voters as presidential elections. 

b. attract more voters than presidential elections. 

c. usually result in the president's party losing seats in Congress. 

d. usually result in the president's party gaining seats in Congress. 

9. The Supreme Court cases of Baker v. Carr, Reynolds v. Sims, and Wesberry v. Sanders pertained to 

a. foreign policy. 



b. budget policy. 

c. reapportionment. 



d. campaign spending. 

10. The Supreme Court first applied the principle of "one person, one vote" to congressional districts in 

a. Baker v. Carr. 



b. Reynolds v. Sims. 
c. Wesberry v. Sanders. 


d. Plessy v. Ferguson. 
11. Gerrymandering refers to the process of 

a. ending debate in the Senate. 

b. redrawing legislative boundaries. 

c. forcing a bill out of committee. 

d. selecting a committee chair. 

12. The phrase "little legislatures" refers to the 

a. legislatures that exist in the states. 


b. committees in Congress. 

c. departments of the federal bureaucracy. 

d. interest groups that lobby Congress. 

13. The "third house of Congress" refers to 

a. standing committees. 


b. select committees. 

c. special committees. 


d. conference committees. 

14. In the House of Representatives, the majority leader 

a. acts as spokesperson for the majority party in the House. 

b. serves as Speaker of the House. 

c. is elected in a vote of all the members of the House. 

d. is rarely able to exert any meaningful leadership because of the dominance of the Speaker. 

15. The congressional budget process was very disjointed until the passage of the 

a. Office of Management and Budget. 
b. Budget and Impoundment Control Act. 

c. Discharge Petition. 



d. Council of Economic Advisers. 

16. The powers specifically given to Congress are contained in 

a. the necessary and proper cause. 

b. Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution. 

c. Article V of the Constitution. 

d. the Fourteenth Amendment of the Constitution. 

17. The current salary of a member of Congress is 

a. $100,000 a year. 





b. $200,000 a year. 

c.$100,000 for representatives, $200,000 for senators. 
d. $141,300 a year. 

18. Which of the following benefits is NOT available to members of Congress? 

a. free parking at the capitol and Washington D.C. airports. 

b. free medical care. 

c. public money for political campaigns. 

d. free postage on letters to constituents. 

19. The action of forcing a bill out of a committee is called 

a. filibustering. 


b. logrolling. 

c. a discharge petition. 

d. cloture. 

20. The national government's fiscal year begins in 

a. January. 



b. December. 

c. September. 



d. October. 

