Chapter 4 PRACTICE EXAM
Fill-in-the-Blank. Supply the missing word(s) or term(s) to complete the sentence. 

1. ______________ __________________restrain a government's actions against individuals. 
2. It was not until the ________Amendment was ratified that our Constitution explicitly guaranteed due process 
    of law to everyone. 
3.  The Lemon case defines the _________________ ______________ ______________ in freedom of religion

4. According to the ___________________ ___________________ rule, speech or other First Amendment 

    freedoms may be curtailed if such expression might lead to some evil. 

5. Burning the American flag as part of a peaceful protest is considered _____________________expressive    

    conduct. 
6. For slander to be judged defamation of character there must be a __________________________witness. 

7. Only when a statement is made with ___________________ _______________ can a public official receive 

    damages filed for libel.

8. In the 199Os, the most controversial aspect of the right to die is _______________________assisted suicide. 

9. The ______________, __________________, __________________, and _______________ Amendments 
    deal with the rights of criminal defendants. 

10. The use of illegally seized evidence is prohibited in a trial because of the _______________________rule. 

True/False. Circle the appropriate letter to indicate if the statement is true or false.
1.  T or F  The prohibition against ex post facto laws is one of the few specific limits on government power 
                 found in the main text of the constitution. 
2.  T or F  As originally presented, the Bill of Rights limited only the powers of the states, not the national 
                 government. 
3.  T or F  Most of the guarantees in the Bill of Rights now apply to the fifty states. 
4.  T or F  The use of state aid to private religious schools for has been accepted by the Supreme Court. 
5. T or F  For the most part, Americans are very limited in their freedom to criticize public officials. 
6. T or F  The federal courts have not extended constitutional protections of free speech to pornography, 
                 which is considered obscene. 
7.  T or F  Gag orders restrict the publication of news about a trial in progress or a pretrial hearing. 
8.  T or F  The right of privacy is explicitly guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

9.  T or F  The Webster and Planned Parenthood decisions have made access to legal abortions easier. 
10. T or F  The United States has one of the highest violent crime rates in the world. 
Multiple-Choice. Circle the correct response. 

1.  When we speak of civil liberties. we are referring to limitations on government as outlined in the 

a. Declaration of Independence. 


b. Magna Carta. 

c. Articles of Confederation. 



d. Bill of Rights. 

2.  The view that most of the protections of the Bill of Rights are included under the Fourteenth Amendment's 
      protection against state government is called the 

a. inclusionary theory. 



b. nullification theory. 

c. necessary and proper theory. 


d. incorporation theory. 

3.  The three-part Lemon test concerns the issue of 

a. symbolic speech. 




b. state aid to church-related schools. 

c. presentation of evidence before a grand jury. 
d. the right-to-die. 

4.  The First Amendment does not prevent the government from curtailing religious practices that 

a. work against public policy and the public welfare. 

b. infringe on citizen's sensitivities. 

c. are defined by media as "cult" religions. 

d. are a willful violation of the Pledge of Allegiance at public school. 

5.  According to the "clear and present danger" test 

a. a speech must be unclear as to its intent for it to be ruled unconstitutional. 

b. the action called for must be constitutionally "vague" in order to be ruled unconstitutional. 

c. free speech can be curbed if such speech causes a condition that Congress has the power to prevent. 

d. Free speech may not be curbed, because speech alone cannot bring about action. 

6.  The burning of an American flag in a peaceful protest is an example of 

a. a violation of the Constitution. 





b. a protected action under the clear and present danger concept. 

c. a protected action under the symbolic speech concept. 

d. an issue not yet decided by the Supreme Court. 

7.  Paid advertising can be constitutionally protected as a form of 

a. commercial speech. 



b. symbolic speech. 

c. exempted speech. 




d. private speech. 

8.  The Miller v. California case created a list of requirements that apply to 

a. abortion. 





b. religious freedom. 

c. obscenity. 





d. libel. 

9.  Individuals using "fighting words" or exercising a "heckler's veto" are 

a. exercising constitutionally protected forms of speech. 

b. exercising constitutionally protected forms of freedom of religion. 

c. not within the bounds of constitutional protection. 

d. in a vague area that the federal courts have not ruled on. 

10. Public officials may sue for libel if they can prove the statement 

a. was false. 





b. hurt the official's reputation. 

c. hurt the official's feelings. 



d. was made with actual malice. 

11. Gag orders are 

a. designed to eliminate illegal speech. 

b. designed to eliminate unlawful assembly. 

c. restrictions on the publication of news concerning pretrial hearing or trials in progress. 

d. part of the controversy over the death penalty. 

12. The Roe v. Wade case decided the abortion issue on the basis of 

a. freedom of religion. 



b. freedom of speech. 

c. right to privacy. 




d. the incorporation theory. 

13. The exclusionary rule prohibits 

a. defendants from testifying in their own behalf. 

b. improperly obtained evidence from being used by prosecutors. 

c. a spouse from testifying in a criminal case. 

d. the defense counsel from having access to the prosecution's evidence. 

14. Historically, "cruel and unusual" punishment has referred to punishments 

a. that were not acceptable to society. 

b. for crimes that were classified as unusually cruel. 

c. that were more serious than the crime. 

d. for political crimes. 

15. A recent issue involving the death penalty debate has concerned the issue of 

a. time limits for death sentence appeals. 

b. the execution of mentally retarded persons. 

c. the method of execution. 



d. the right to an attorney in death penalty cases. 

16. In Agostini v. Felton (1997), the Supreme Court ruled that federal funds paying for disadvantaged students 
      attending religious schools was 

a. unconstitutional because of the no establishment clause. 

b. constitutional because of the no establishment clause. 

c. unconstitutional because of the free exercise clause. 

d. constitutional because of the free exercise clause. 
17. Advertising is protected as free speech according to the concept of 

a. clear and present danger. 



b. symbolic speech. 

c. commercial speech. 



d. public figures. 

18. The Communication Decency Act of 1996 

a. made pornography on the Internet legal. 

b. only applied to radio and television. 

c. has not been reviewed by the Supreme Court. 
d. was ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. 

19. The "right to privacy" concept originates from the 

a. First Amendment. 




b. case of Griswold v. Connecticut. 
c. Fourteenth Amendment. 



d. case of Roe v. Wade. 
20. Miranda warnings will probably be unnecessary in the future, because 

a. criminals should have no rights. 




b. the Supreme Court overturned the Miranda case in 1999. 

c. videotaping confessions will make warnings useless. 

d. the concept has never been incorporated. 

Short Essay Questions. Briefly address the major concepts raised by the following questions. 

1.  Explain the historical context for the importance of the Bill of Rights within the Constitution. 

2.  Identify and explain the two concepts of freedom of religion contained in the First Amendment. 

3.  Discuss the important principles established by the Supreme Court for freedom of speech and press. 

4.  Outline and discuss the right of individuals accused of a crime. 
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