Chapter 2 PRACTICE XAM
Fill-in-the-Blank. Supply the missing word(s) or term(s) to complete the sentence. 

1. The passage of the Coercive Acts by the British Parliament was a response to the __________________ ____________________  ___________________________ _________________________________            

     2. The rights of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" are referred to as ________________________

         __________________________________________

3. A voluntary association of independent states is referred to as  _______________________. 
4. The plan of government that introduced the idea of a bicameral legislature was the _____________________

     _____________________________________________.

5. The agreement that resolved the differences between the large and mall states over representation in the new 
     government was the __________________________ ______________________ 
6. Nowhere in the ______________________are the words "slavery" or "slaves" used. 
7.  __________________ was the name given to those who favored the adoption of the new constitution. 
8. The ________________ __________________ are considered by many to be the best example of political
     theorizing ever produced in the United States. 
9. The ________________ ____________________ was one of the two “lost” amendments of the twelve bill-
    of- rights amendments that originally went to the states in 1789. 

10. The _______________ _________________ is the only court specifically created in the Constitution. 
True/False. Circle the appropriate letter to indicate if the statement is true or false.
1.  T  or  F  The Mayflower Compact embodied the idea of majority rule as a theory of government. 
2.  T  or  F  Thomas Paine's Common Sense popularized the idea of independence from Great Britain. 
3.  T or F  According to the Declaration of Independence, these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be,                                                                           free and independent states.    
4.  T  or F  The most fundamental weakness of the Articles of Confederation was the inability of the Congress                                                            to raise money for the militia. 
5.  T  or  F  A majority of delegates to the Constitutional Convention favored a strong central government.
6.  T  or  F  The Virginia plan called for each state to have equal representation in the new government. 
7. T  or  F  The Anti-Federalists believed that the central government should be strengthened over the states,       because the states were apt to abuse personal liberties. 
8. T   or  F  The delegates to the Constitutional Convention represented a good cross-section of eighteenth-century American society.
9. T  or  F  Only a four-fifths vote of all of the state legislatures can formally amend the Constitution.
10.  T  or  F  An informal way to amend the Constitution is by judicial review. 

Multiple-Choice. Circle the correct response. 

1.  The "lost colony" was 

a. Roanoke. 



b. Richmond. 

c. Jamestown. 



d. Portsmouth. 

2. The last of the thirteen colonies to be established was 

a. Rhode Island. 


b. Connecticut. 

c. New Hampshire. 


d. Georgia. 

3.  The British government imposed taxes on the American colonies to pay for 

a. war with Spain. 



b. the costs of westward expansion of colonies. 

c. the costs of the French and Indian War. 
d. the costs of exploring India. 

4.  Thomas Paine's pamphlet, Common Sense, 
a. called for a cessation of hostilities against the British. 

b. pointed out in "common sense" terms why America should break with Britain. 

c. was a British propaganda tool to gain popular consent to their governing of the colonies. 

d. apparently had very little effect on popular opinion about the revolution. 

5.  One of John Locke's revolutionary ideas was that people have 

a. a right to a secure job. 


b. a right to welfare if they need it. 

c. natural rights. 



d. a right to checks and balances in government. 

6.  During the Revolutionary War, the creation of state governments was strongly influenced by groups calling 
     themselves 

a. Federalists. 




b. Democrats. 

c. Republicans. 



d. Monarchists. 

7.  The government under the Articles of Confederation Congress included a 

a. president, but no congress. 


b. congress and a president. 

c. unicameral legislature. 


d. strong central government. 

8.  Under the Articles of Confederation, 

a. each state had one vote. 


b. the national courts were the supreme authority. 

c. the congress imposed heavy taxes. 

d. the president ultimately controlled the government. 

9. An important accomplishment of the Articles of Confederation was 

a. the creation of a common currency. 
b. settling states' claims to western lands. 

c. the creation of national tax collections. 
d. the creation of a strong national army. 

10. Under the Articles of Confederation, the Congress had the power to 

a. declare war and make peace. 


b. draft soldiers into military service. 

c. compel states to pay their share of national government costs. 

d. regulate interstate and foreign commerce. 

11. Shays' Rebellion demonstrated that the central government 

a. had the capability to protect citizens from riots and civil unrest. 

b. could not protect the citizenry from armed rebellion. 

c. dared not confront state militias. 

d. could easily incite citizens to riot. 

12. The only state that refused to send delegates to the Constitutional Convention was 

a. New Hampshire. 



b. Rhode Island. 

c. New York. 




d. Virginia. 

13. The proceedings in the Constitutional Convention were kept secret because 

a. the delegates were doing something illegal. 

b. the public would not understand the issues involved and it would create confusion. 

c. all meetings of this nature must be secret. 

d. if they would have been public, the delegates might have had a more difficult time compromising on   

    issues. 
14. The Great Compromise 

a. resulted in the Bill of Rights being added to the Constitution. 

b. broke the deadlock between the large and small states over the nature of representation in the new 
    national government. 

c. established the Electoral College as the vehicle for electing the president. 

d. allowed George Washington to be nominated and elected the first president. 

15. The Madisonian model of a government scheme refers to 

a. direct democracy. 




b. judicial review. 

c. a separation of powers. 



d. the supremacy of national laws over state laws. 

16. Which U.S. constitutional amendment took the longest time to be ratified? 

a. Bill of Rights 1-10 




b. Fourteenth Amendment 

c. Twenty-Fourth Amendment 


d. Twenty-Seventh Amendment 

17. Which formal procedure for proposing or amending the U.S. Constitution has never been used? 

a. a two-thirds vote in both houses of Congress 

b. a national convention called by Congress at the request of two-thirds of the states 

c. a vote by the legislatures of three-fourths of the states 

d. a vote by conventions in three-fourths of the states 

18. Which of the following is not a way to informally change the U.S. Constitution? 

a. congressional legislation 



b. presidential actions 

c. a majority vote of the people 


d. judicial review 

19. The concept of judicial review was created by 

a. Article 9, Section 3 of the U.S. Constitution. 



b. an act (law) passed by Congress. 

c. the Supreme Court in Marbury vs. Madison. 



d. the Twenty-Seventh Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

20. A good example of changing the Constitution by interpretation. custom and usage is 

a. judicial review. 




b. the Twenty-Fifth Amendment. 

c. the creation of the executive office staff. 

d. a national constitutional convention. 
Short Essay Questions. Briefly address the major concepts raised by the following questions. 

1.  Identify the milestone political documents that moved the colonies from the Mayflower Compact to the 

Constitutional Convention. 
2. Trace the events and circumstances that led to the Revolutionary War. 

3. Summarize the events leading to the call for a Constitutional Convention. 
4. Explain the compromises over the organization of the government designed by the delegates to the 
    Constitutional Convention. 

