    Chapter 1 PRACTICE EXAM
Fill-in-the-Blank. Supply the missing word(s) or term(s) to complete the sentence. 
1. Definitions of politics try to explain how human beings regulate _______________________within their  

    society. 
2.  The feature of a leader or an institution that compels obedience is called ____________________. 
3. The ancient Greek city-state of Athens is often considered to be the historical model for      

    __________________ _____________________. 

4. The U.S. Constitution creates a form of republican government known as a _________________ 

    _________________ . 

5.  From the elite perspective, the goal of government is ____________________. 
6.  In the pluralist's view, politics is the struggle among ____________________________________. 

7.  A fundamental source of political socialization is the ___________________. 

8.  Democracy, liberty, equality, and property lie at the core of American ____________________ 

     ____________________ . 
9. Immigration, as a percentage of total U.S. population growth, since 1970, has ____________________. 
10. Within the American electorate, the two ideological viewpoints that are most commonly held are 

      ____________________________ and _________________________. 
True/False. Circle the appropriate letter to indicate if the statement is true or false. 

1.  T  or  F  Political scientists are able to agree that politics involves the resolution of social conflict. 
2.  T  or  F  In democratic nations, most citizens comply with the law because they accept the authority of the 

                   government and its officials.

3.  T  or  F  Direct democracy in ancient Athens was considered the ideal form of democracy. 
4.  T  or  F  James Madison strongly advocated a "pure democracy" for the American political system. 
5.  T  or  F  In a representative democracy, the people hold the ultimate power over the government through the  

                   election process. 
6.  T  or  F  The elite perspective sees the mass population as actively involved in the decisions of government. 
7.  T  or  F  A democratic system paralyzed by the struggle among interest groups is called hyperpluralism. 
8.  T  or  F  The basic guarantee of liberties to citizens of the American political system is found in the body of 
                    the U.S. Constitution. 
9.  T  or  F  The 1990 census indicates a very low rate of U.S. population growth.
10. T  or  F  Immigrants are likely to shape American politics in the future. 

Multiple-Choice. Circle the correct response. 

1.  All definitions of politics try to explain how human beings regulate 

a. natural resources within their society.

b. good and evil within a complex society. 

c. self-expression. 




d. conflict within their society. 

2.  A form of government in which every aspect of political, social, and economic life is controlled by the 
     government is called a(n) 

a. democratic regime. 




b. socialist regime. 

c. totalitarian regime. 




d. oligarchy. 

3.  When each individual makes his or her own rules for behavior, and there are no laws and no government, 

a. pure democracy prevails. 



b. anarchy exists. 

c. an oligarchy exists. 




d. the ideal form of government prevails. 
4. The Athenian model of government was considered 

a. the ideal form of democracy. 

 


b. a weak and ineffective form of government. 

c. the reason why Roman legions were able to conquer Greece. 

d. the forerunner of communism. 

5. An initiative is a procedure by which voters can 

a. directly make laws. 




b. remove elected officials. 

c. propose a law or constitutional amendment. 
d. place candidates on a ballot. 

6.  The U.S. Constitution creates a form of republican government known as a 

a. pure democracy. 




b. confederation. 

c. representative democracy. 



d. majoritarian system. 

7.  A central feature of the American governmental system is 

a. the supremacy of Congress over the other branches. 
b. control of the airwaves. 

c. the tendency to provide foreign aid to every country. 
d. the equality of every individual before the law. 

8.  To ensure that majority rule does not become oppressive, modem democracies 

a. provide guarantees of minority rights. 

b. have constitutions that are difficult to amend. 

c. use plurality voting for most decisions. 

d. hold free, competitive elections. 

9.  The U.S. Constitution 

a. does not set forth enough detail about how the government should function. 

b. is too open to interpretation, which creates confusion for government leaders. 

c. has more amendments than any other national constitution. 

d. sets forth the fundamental structure of the government and the limits to its power. 
10. According to the elite perspective, the primary goal of government should be stability, because 

a. elites do not want any change in their status. 


b. stability is the only thing that can ensure a good life. 

c. instability will create greater welfare problems. 

d. unstable government is more vulnerable to foreign invasion. 
11. Pluralist theory rests on the idea that decisions are made in American politics by the 

a. mass population. 

b. governing elites. 

c. wealthy. 


d. competition between groups trying to gain benefits for their members. 

12. When the needs of a group control government decision-making to the detriment of the general population, 
       we have a condition known as 

a. legislative fiat. 



b. democratization of groups. 

c. hyperpluralism. 



d. factionalism. 

13. The pattern of political beliefs and values characteristic of a community or population is referred to 

a. public opinion. 



b. democratic heritage. 

c. political culture. 



d. consensus of opinion. 

14. The process by which Americans come to accept a single set of values concerning their political system is 
       called 

a. enculturation. 



b. education. 

c. political socialization. 


d. propaganda. 

15. Democracy, liberty, equality, and property are 

a. concepts that no longer have meaning in modem political systems. 

b. now thought to be unattainable in a modem pluralistic society. 

c. concepts that lie at the core of American political culture. 

d. concepts that encompass all of our political heritage. 

16. In the 1990's, the concept of divided government referred to 

a. national, state, and local conflict. 

b. the conflict between government and media. 

c. the presidency controlled by one party, and the Congress by another party. 

d. the conflict over campaign contributions. 

17. Which one of the following represent the changes in American society since 196O? 

a. more two-parent poor families living in rural areas 

b. more one-parent poor families living in rural areas 

c. more two-parent rich families living in rural areas 

d. more one-parent poor families living in urban areas 
18. The greatest number of legal immigrants to the United States in 1998 were from 

a. Europe. 




b. China. 

c. Mexico. 




d. Canada. 

19. In a Newsweek poll, which asked 100 years from today, will the United States still exist as one nation, 26 
      percent to 98 percent answered, 

a. "Of course!" 



b. "I don't know." 

c. "Yes." 




d. "No." 

20. The digital divide refers to the 

a. age of people who use the Internet. 

b. difference in access to computers between the poor and the rich. 

c. pre-computer age compared with today. 

d. competition between software companies. 

Short Essay Questions. Briefly address the major concepts raised by the following questions. 

1.  Explain the role of politics in an organized society. 

2.  Explain the origins of democracy and the different types of democracy. 

3.  Define the fundamental elements of the American political culture. 

4.  Compare and contrast the concepts of liberalism and conservatism. 
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