UNIT 3
CHAPTER 15: 
THE JUDICIARY
[image: image1.wmf]
1.  Define common law:

2.  Define Precedent and explain its importance in American law:

3.  Define stare decisis and explain its importance in American law.
4.  What are the 3 sources of American law?  Explain each

5.  What are the two most important judicial requirements before a case can be brought before a court?  Define and 

     explain each. 
6.  What is meant by “justiciable controversy”?

7.  Draw a diagram of the Federal Court system

8.  Complete the following table on the structure of the federal judicial system.

	Court
	Number of Courts
	Number of Judges
	Jurisdiction
	Policy Implications

	District Court


	
	
	
	

	Court of Appeals


	
	
	
	

	Supreme Court


	
	
	
	


9.  Define limited jurisdiction and give examples of types of cases heard in these courts.
10. What is the difference between civil contempt and criminal contempt? Explain
11. When does the Supreme Court begin and end their annual term?  

12. What is a writ f certiorari?

13.  What is the “rule of four?”

14. Describe what happens once the Supreme Court grants a writ of certiorari?

15. What is the difference between a majority opinion, a dissenting opinion, and a concurring opinion?


Majority Opinion:


Dissenting Opinion:


Concurring Opinion
16. How are candidates for federal judgeships filled?  

17. Describe the nomination process for federal judges.

18. Explain the practice of “senatorial courtesy.”
19. Explain why the appointments to the federal courts of appeals is more important than appointments to the federal 

      district courts. 
20. Explain why presidents see their federal judiciary appointments as important.
21. Present a demographic profile of the “typical” federal judge.

22. Explain the principle of judicial review.  What landmark case established this principle?

23. Explain the difference between judicial activism and judicial restraint.


Judicial Activism:


Judicial Restraint:

24. When it comes to federalist issues and civil rights issues, how did the Rehnquist Court hold?


Federalist Issues:


Civil Rights Issues:

25. How do the other branches of government check the Courts?


Executive Checks:


Legislative Checks:

26. How does public opinion play a role in shaping government policy?
27. How does the Supreme Court and lower courts check themselves?
28. Define political question:
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