Chapter 15 Practice Exam
Fill-in-the-Blank
. 

1.  The body of judge-made law that developed from England and is still used today in the United States is 
     called ________________________ ____________________________. 

2.  The practice of deciding new cases with reference to former decisions is based upon the doctrine of   

     _____________________________ ____________________________. 
3.  The United States' dual court system consists of both ____________________ courts and _______________ 
     courts. 
4.  The Supreme Court's decision to hear a case is determined by the rule _______________________________
5.  A ___________________-__________________________ suit filed by an individual seeks damages for “all 
     persons similarly situated.” 
6.  By ________________________ of _________________________ the Supreme Court orders a lower court 
     to send it the record of a case for review. 
7.  A _____________________ opinion is an opinion written by a Supreme Court justice who agrees with the 
     majority opinion but for different reasons. 

8.  Federal judges may be removed through ______________________, although such action is extremely rare. 
9.  Court decisions are translated into action by _________________________ _________________
10. Justices advocating the doctrine of ____________________ _____________believe the Supreme Court  

      should defer to decisions made by elected representatives. 
True/False. Circle the appropriate letter to indicate if the statement is true or false. 

1. T   F  Most of American law is based on the English legal system. 

2. T   F  Article III of the Constitution creates all Federal courts. 

3. T   F  Federal court jurisdiction is less limited than state court jurisdiction because the federal government has  

              jurisdiction over all the country. 
4. T   F  Federal courts have authority to rule on all issues relating to state laws and federal matters. 
5. T   F  Interest groups no longer use amicus curiae briefs to influence Supreme Court decisions. 
6. T   F  Federal judges are either appointed or elected depending upon the jurisdiction of their court. 
7. T   F  The nomination of Supreme Court justices belongs to the president. 
8. T   F  Ideology no longer plays a very important role in a president's choice for the Supreme Court. 
9. T   F  The makeup of the federal judiciary is typical of the American public. 
10. T   F  The ideology of the Rehnquist court is more conservative with respect to states' rights. 
Multiple-Choice. Circle the correct response. 

1. Stare decisis is a doctrine 

a. enabling court decisions to vary from case to case. 

b. providing guidance to judges when common law does not apply. 

c. encouraging the following of precedent or previous court decisions. 

d. requiring hearings about complaints arising from regulations. 
2.  The level of trial courts in the federal judicial hierarchy is the 

a. district courts. 




b. Court of Appeals. 

c. Supreme Court. 




d. state courts. 
3.  Appellate jurisdiction means the authority of a court to 

a. serve as a trial court. 



b. hear cases for the first time. 

c. review decisions from a lower court. 

d. establish grand juries. 
4.  A writ of certiorari is defined as an order 

a. compelling an official to carry out his responsibilities. 

b. guaranteeing the right to a fair and impartial trial by jury. 

c. preventing some action from being carried out. 

d. to a lower court to send a case to the higher court for review. 

5.  A writ of certiorari is issued by the Supreme Court only when 

a. a majority of justices vote for such a request. 
b. four justices vote for such a request. 

c. a unanimous Court supports such a request. 
d. the Solicitor General approves such a request. 

6.  The official who represents the national government in the Supreme Court is the 

a. Attorney General. 



b. Solicitor General. 

c. Vice-President. 



d. Chief Justice. 

7.  A Justice who accepts the majority decision, but not the reasons for it, may write his/her own 

a. minority opinion. 



b. majority opinion. 

c. amicus curiae opinion. 


d. concurring opinion. 
8.  In terms of enforcement powers, the Supreme Court 

a. has now acquired its own police force. 

b. relies upon the good will of the public to see that its decisions are enforced. 

c. must rely on other units of government to carry out its decisions. 

d. does not make decisions that have to be enforced. 

9. Dissenting opinions in a Supreme Court decision are important because they 

a. allow justices to make symbolic statements. 

b. agree with the majority opinion, but for different reasons. 

c. often form the basis for arguments that reverse decisions and establish new precedent. 

d. allow opposition groups to express their opinions before the court. 

10. Senatorial courtesy is a concept that 

a. allows the president to pick his choice for judge 

b. can veto a presidents choice for judge 

c. applies only to Supreme Court nominations 

d. applies only to state court nominations 

11. The courts that have become "stepping-stones" to appointment to the Supreme Court are the 

a. District Courts. 




b. State Supreme Courts. 

c. Courts of Appeals. 




d. Tax Court. 
12. In terms of judicial philosophy, Chief Justice William Rehnquist is know as a 

a. liberal justice. 




b. swing vote. 

c. conservative justice. 



d. moderate pragmatist. 

13. The justices who believe that the Court should use its power to alter or challenge the policy direction of 
      Congress, state legislatures, or administrative agencies are advocating 

a. judicial restraint. 




b. judicial activism. 

c. strict constructionism. 



d. moderate pragmatism. 

14. The tradition of the Court has led justices to refuse to hear cases which are 

a. justiciable disputes. 



b. political questions. 

c. between citizens of different states. 

d. a real controversy. 

15. The appointments of President Clinton to the Supreme Court have elevated the number of 

a. women to record numbers. 



b. Democrats to record numbers. 

c. minority members to record numbers. 

d. liberal members to record numbers. 

16. Case law refers to 

a. a case involving Federal law . 



b. a case heard by the Supreme Court. 

c. rules and principles announced in court decisions. 
d. a justiciable controversy. 
17. The concept of judicial review was established in the case of 

a. Marbury v. Madison. 


b. McCulloch v. Maryland. 
c. class-action suits. 



d. common law. 

18. In several 2000 cases, the Supreme Court ruled that _________________had overreached authority under 

the commerce clause. 

a. the president 




b. Congress 

c. state governments 




d. federal agencies 

19. The president elected in 2000 could possibly appoint ____________justices to the Supreme Court because 

       of retirement. 

a. two 






b. three 

c. four 






d. five 

20. A justiciable dispute or controversy is 

a. the same as a political question. 




b. the same as stare decisis. 
c. a legal question appropriate for resolution before a court of law. 

d. a case decided by the Supreme Court. 

Short Essay Questions. Briefly address the major concepts raised by the following questions. 

1.  Identify and explain the common law tradition and other major sources of American law. 

2. Discuss the process the Supreme Court uses to decide cases. 

3.  Describe the presidential appointment process for federal judges. 

4.  Explain the checks or limitations on the power of the federal courts. 

