
UNIT 3
CHAPTER 13: THE PRESIDENCY
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1.  What are the formal (constitutional) qualifications to be president? 

2.  If no person receives a majority of the Electoral Votes, how is the president and vice president chosen according to the 

     U.S. Constitution?
3.  What is the significance of the 12th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution?  

4.  What are the 5 Constitutional roles played by the President?  Explain and give examples of each role.
5.  What is an executive agreement and how does it differ from a treaty?

6.    What is the difference between a veto, a pocket veto, and a line-item veto?


Veto:


Pocket Veto:


Line-Item Veto:
7.  What is one way of measuring a president’s success or failure?  Explain.
8.  Explain and give examples of the differences between the following presidential powers:
· Constitutional Powers:

· Statutory Powers:

· Expressed Powers:

· Inherent Powers:
9.  As party leader, the President chooses: 
10. What is 4 ways that the president exerts political power within his party?

11. What is the most important role the president played for his party in the late 1990s and early 2000s?

12. What are the 4 constituencies the President has to worry about?  Explain each.
13. Samuel Kernell has proposed that the style of presidential leadership has changed since WWII, owing partly to the 

      influence of television.  Explain the strategy that he has dubbed “going public.”
14. Presidents have at their disposal a variety of special powers and privileges not available in other branches of 

      government.  Explain each and give examples.
· Emergency Powers:

· Executive Orders:

· Executive Privilege:

· Impoundment of Funds:

15. Outline the procedure for removing a president from office.

16. Who were the only presidents that were impeached and not convicted?
17. What is the cabinet and what does it do?

18. What is a “kitchen cabinet” and where did it originate?

19. What is the EOP and when was it established and by whom?
20. Which 4 offices within the EOP are important?  Explain each in terms of its function and significance in making policy.
21. Explain the job and role of the Vice President.
22. Explain the 25th amendment to the U.S. Constitution in relation to the Vice President.  
23. What are the issues for the 21st century in regards to the Presidency? 

KEY CONCEPTS
1.  The Constitution both grants power to and limits the power of the president, who must share power with the other branches of government. Because the constitutional powers of the president are stated in broad terms, it has been possible to interpret them in ways that have permitted a vast expansion of presidential influence. The Congress and the president appear to be in a continuous "struggle" for control of policy making.

2. A combination of historical and institutional forces provides at least a partial explanation for the increased prominence and power of the president in the twentieth century. These include America's expanded role in world affairs, the expansion of government responsibilities in domestic affairs and the accompanying growth of the executive branch, and the changed relationship between the president and the public stemming from the growth of the electronic media.

3. The presidency itself encompasses a sizable bureaucracy- the Executive Office of the President. Presidents mold this bureaucracy to fit their particular leadership styles and objectives. The presidential bureaucracy, particularly the White House staff, exercises great influence over administration policy making. Effectively utilizing and controlling this presidential bureaucracy are two major problems modern presidents have to confront.

4. Presidential power depends heavily on public support- a fragile commodity that is subject to sharp fluctuations depending on economic and world conditions.

5. The president plays a major role in establishing the congressional policy agenda. But presidential success with Congress is strongly affected by whether or not the president’s party controls Congress and by the president's level of public support.

6. Presidents exert preeminent influence on foreign policy, but even i this area they must share power with Congress, which can restrict presidential initiatives through its legislative and funding powers.

SUMMARY
1. The Roots of the Office of President of the United States


Distrust of a too-powerful leader led the Framers to create an executive office with limited powers. They mandated that a president be thirty-five years old and opted not to limit the president's term of office. To further guard against tyranny, they also made provisions for the removal of the president and created an office of vice-president to provide for an orderly transfer of power.

2. The Constitutional Powers of the President


The Framers gave the president a variety of specific constitutional powers in Article II, including the appointment power, the power to convene Congress, the power to make treaties, and the power to veto. The president also derives considerable power from being commander-in-chief of the military. The Constitution also gives the president the power to grant pardons.

3. The Development of Presidential Power

The development of presidential power has depended on the personal force of those who have held the office. George Washington, in particular, took several actions to establish the primacy of the president in national affairs and as true chief executive of a strong national government. But, with only a few exceptions, subsequent presidents often let Congress dominate in national affairs. The election of FDR, however, forever changes all that, as a new era of the modern presidency began. A hallmark of the modern presidency is the close relationship between the American people and their chief executive.

4. The Presidential Establishment

As the responsibilities of an expectations about the president have grown, so has the executive branch of government. The Cabinet has grown, and FDR established the Executive Office of the President to help him govern. Perhaps the most key policy advisors are those closest to the president- the White House staff and some members of the Executive Office of the President.

5. The Role of the President in the Legislative Process: The President as Policy Maker


Since FDR, the public has looked to the president to propose legislation to Congress. The modern president also plays a major role in the budgetary process. To gain support for his programs or proposed budget, the president can use patronage, personal regards, his party connections, and can go directly to the public. How the president goes about winning support is determined by his leadership and personal style, affected by his character and his ability to persuade, and, in general, his ability to maintain high ratings in public opinion polls.

6. Changing the Presidency

Over the years, several suggestions concerning formal reform of the presidency have been made. One, the line-item veto, was signed into law in 1996 and declared unconstitutional in 1997. Personalization of the president and increased expectations about what he can do has led to a situation where it appears difficult for presidents to lead the nation to the satisfaction of a majority of the public.
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